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ao Children – Whereabouts Unkno
 half of Lao migrant children – migration accelera

 News – Preliminary results of an ILO-supported survey released
d that a large proportion of young Lao migrants have lost contac

 and it’s feared many have become the victims of human trafficker

 Lao children (aged 15 – 17) bound for Thailand, from the Lao
et and Champasack, have not been heard from since leaving
ldren (10 – 14) have not contacted their families in Lao PDR after 
g this age group is smaller. In both groups, their present whereabo

ll Lao migrants from these provinces are under the age of 18, with
er cent), making this group the most vulnerable to human trafficke

firmed that the pace of migration is rapidly accelerating. In all
f total migrations have occurred within the last three years, compa

pling of some 36,398 people in 5,966 Lao households in the thre
 cent) have family members on the move. Thailand is the destin
ao migrants, regardless of socio-economic status.  

f its kind, and its findings underscore growing international co
 – who redirect migrants into exploitative labour - become increas
targeted. Girls are particularly vulnerable to human traffickers, a
 conditions, including prostitution, forced labour and domestic serv

ey sheds new light on the dangers of ill-informed and ill-prepare
or Governments across the region to work together to find ways to
 abuse,” said Christine Evans-Klock, Director of the ILO’s Sub
s to keep children in school and their parents in decent work,” Ms.

l Project to Combat Trafficking in Children and Women (TICW) i
 ILO’s International Programme on the Elimination of Child
ina’s Yunnan province, Laos, Thailand and Viet Nam.  

ovided technical support for this survey, conducted by the Lao 
e, Department of Labour, and the Committee for Planning and C
enter. The survey was carried out during February and March 
, Savannakhet and Champasack, accounting for approximately o
sive report will be available in the first quarter of 2004. 
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